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Translated according to the simultaneous translation
January 18, 2009
Statement by German Chancellor Angela Merkel
Ladies and gentlemen, 

We are here today on a symbolic journey. We visited Egyptian President Mubarak earlier, and now we are here to clarify that it is very important to us that this region will finally live in peace – peace that in Europe is taken for granted.  We cannot comprehend how difficult it is when you cannot live on your land peacefully.  It is clear that Israel, like any other state, has the right to live in peace, and to not be threatened by its neighbors.  It is therefore important that we also work toward a sustainable peace.  It is also important that a unilateral cease fire will be declared following the military operation, and that a window will thus be opened for peace.  We are all convinced, and it is for this reason that I, together with the President of France and Prime Minister Gordon Brown, wrote this letter, that we must ensure that the smuggling of arms, on land or sea, will be stopped. We will assist to the best of our ability.  We believe also that there is room to improve the humanitarian situation.  This means that the crossings must be opened.  

Mr. Prime Minister, 

Your statement that Israel will pull out of Gaza once the conditions will allow it, was important.  The European Union also has plans for humanitarian aid.  We want to see the enhancement of the legitimate Authority, and we have said so to President Abbas.  We know that the cease fire opens a small window, and we must therefore act in order to consolidate the cease fire and embark on a peace process, as there is no alternative to the two-state solution.  The State of Israel has a right to live, and so does a Palestinian state.  We, together with our American friends, will support this process.  We are neighbors, we are close. It is in all of our interest to live in a world of peace. 
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