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משרד ראש הממשלה

אגף התקשורת


PM Olmert's Remarks at his Joint Press Conference with French President Jacques Chirac

"Mr. President, it is an honor to be your guest in France.

For me, as the Prime Minister of Israel, that represents the Jewish People, it is a special honor to be the guest of a man who is among the world's great fighters against anti-Semitism.

You congratulated me immediately upon my election as Prime Minister and immediately invited me to be the official guest of your great country.  The congratulations and the invitation were widely appreciated in the State of Israel.

Israeli-French relations are based on cooperation and friendship and former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's visit with you significantly contributed to the strengthening of these relations and to the warming of personal ties both between you and between France and Israel.

I would like to thank you for the warm and good ties that you created with former Prime Minister Sharon and for the great concern which you showed for his health in recent months.  During his visit, a joint France-Israel fund was established to serve as the basis for wide-ranging cooperation in the various fields in which both countries have an interest, and I am certain that today's visit and the continued contacts will further expand and strengthen bilateral cooperation.

At the center of our national agenda is the need to take an important step forward in order to bring about negotiations between us and the Palestinian Authority (PA).  Mr. President, it was you who unequivocally and precisely defined the three conditions for the holding of such negotiations – a halt to terrorism, the fulfillment of all agreements that have been signed between Israel and the Palestinian Authority and the recognition of the State of Israel's right to exist as a Jewish state.  You said that these conditions were not subject to compromise and there is currently no doubt that it is on the basis of these conditions that an effort must be made to reach the possibility of negotiations.

I can tell you now that we, the Israeli Government, and I, as Prime Minister, will make every effort to quickly enable the holding of negotiations on the basis of these three conditions and on the Roadmap between us and the PA.

Cooperation with France and your sound advice as one of the most experienced statesmen in both the region and the world will be vital for the success of this process.  Again, I thank you Mr. President for the invitation and I am certain that we will have a fruitful and important dialogue between us that will contribute to an improvement of the situation in the Middle East and that will continue the existence of our good and warm bilateral relations."
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