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Translated according to the simultaneous translation
January 18, 2009
Statement by President of France Nicolas Sarkozy

Europe will never compromise the security of the State of Israel.  I must say the following: we did not support Israel’s actions in Gaza.  We recognize Hamas’s central mistake with regard to the rocket fire, buy we believe that the IDF’s place is not in Gaza.

All my political life I felt and lived as a friend to Israel, but a true friend is honest and can be trusted.  The Government of Israel’s unanimous decision to cease fire is a decision we support.  It is the right decision for a democratic country.  However, it is only the first step.  We must move forward because this region of the world, which you know better than we do, is running out of time.  For too many years we lost time and missed too many opportunities.  There were too many leaders who tried but did not succeed, and now we too must try.  What Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said earlier on behalf of the Government of Israel is very important, that if the rocket fire stops the IDF will leave Gaza.  Eventually, we need to end the circle of terror and enter into a place of hope.  And if despite everything we want trust to reign, well Mr. Prime Minister, there is no other way.

Europe has resolved to assist in this.  Angela Merkel, Gordon Brown, Silvio Berlusconi and I sent a letter.  We wrote that we are ready to place our ships at your disposal so that there will be no more weapons smuggling to Gaza.  We said as much to President Mubarak, and I want to congratulate him on the bravery he has demonstrated.  This is a man who made peace with Israel, a man who even today is trying to achieve peace.  We are ready to assist him by providing observers and technology so that smuggling will stop.  

We say: you are a democratic country.  You must show us the way.  If I may add a personal comment – one must take advantage of the window of hope in order to put the cards on the table and make a peace plan.  Let us take the risk of peace.  We only find the way when we put it all on the table. 

As soon as the IDF withdraws from Gaza, we should hold a summit with the Palestinian Authority to talk to them about how a Palestinian state will live in peace with the State of Israel.  This is a matter that concerns you.  You must act in this regard, and then we must improvise how to bring about an international conference in one year which will finally allow for peace in this region.  Of course we also need the United States, there is no doubt about this, but we need not wait.  We believe they will provide the guarantees.  

We came here today as friends.  We extend our hand to everyone because we are convinced that Europe brings with it a message of peace.  Europe will be strong and decisive if it has the courage to speak with everyone.  I also say that Gilad Schalit must be released, not only because, as the Prime Minister said, he holds French citizenship, but because this is how it should be, because there is too much suffering.  Israel must also be ready to release prisoners so that that the suffering of hundreds of families will end, who today have to hope for peace.  I am not admonishing Israel; this is merely an expression of friendship, of genuine honesty and of courage.

Thank you.
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