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January 18, 2009
Statement by Prime Minister of Great Britain Gordon Brown
I have come here from Britain and then from Egypt this evening to say that we, that is all the European leaders who are represented here this evening, will do everything in our power to support this ceasefire and to support it as a bridge to permanent peace.  We recognize that a ceasefire means that there should be no rocket attacks on the Israeli people from Gaza, and we call on the Hamas, even at this stage, to make sure that its supporters desist from any rocket attacks on the people of Israel.

We recognize also that this ceasefire must mean that action is taken against arms smuggling and arms trafficking.  We have written to you, Prime Minister, to say that we will do everything to help stop the supply of arms by land and by sea.  We recognize that the cessation of rocket attacks and the control of arms trafficking are vital to the security of the people of Israel, and Israel has a right to be secure within its own borders.

You said a few minutes ago, Prime Minister, that you would want the troops to leave Gaza as soon as possible.  I hope that will be possible and I hope also that we will see an opening of the crossings.  I believe that that would constitute the next stage following the ceasefire that will make possible a resumption of the talks that are necessary for a permanent peace.   I asked you when we met that you take care as country to ensure that humanitarian aid gets in as quickly as possible.  We mourn the loss of lives; we grieve at young children who have died.  We want to help all those who are injured and need medical help.  And I believe that your promise that you will make possible humanitarian action as quickly as possible is something that is important to the long term future of this region.

We have come here this evening to see all the leaders of Israel.  We appreciate the leadership that you have shown over many many years, and all of you here are friends of the European Union and friends of our countries.  I wanted to say that I was pleased to be with you all this evening, but the task before us is not just a ceasefire and it is not just the end to arms trafficking.  It is building a permanent peace, and that means security for Israel within its borders and that means the viability, economically and socially, of a Palestinian state.  Permanent peace may seem a very very distant prospect at the moment, but through the anguish and through the suffering and through the tears, I can see a road towards that peace.  I believe that the leaders represented at this evening from Europe who are with me, and the leaders of political parties and the Parliament who are here this evening can also see that road.  I believe that most people now see what needs to be done to establish that peace as a lasting and sustainable peace.

Let me say, and I believe that the new American administration and President Obama, they will wish to take the same efforts that we will do everything in our power to support a peace that is lasting and sustainable, that will protect the security of Israel, while making possible the viability of a Palestinian state.  We will do everything to move that forward with you, working with you, over these next few months.

Prime Minister, thank you for your invitation to Israel this evening, and thank you to all the leaders of all the parties in Israel, and the leaders of the Parliament for coming to be with us this evening.  Thank you.
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