[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]


                                                     






January 18, 2009
Statement by Prime Minister of the Czech Republic Mirek Topolanek

Prime 
Minister Olmert, 

My Dear European Colleagues, 

I want to thank the organizer of this event for inviting me here, and to present the Czech Presidency's approach to the conflict. The Czech Presidency welcomes the decision of the Israeli Government to declare a cease-fire in Gaza, and expresses its hope that this important step will lead to a long-term and sustainable cessation of violence and might bring the people on both sides to resume their ordinary lives. While recognizing Israel's right to self-defense and being aware of the proximate causes of the Israeli military operation, we regret the accompanying loss of innocent lives and property. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

We came from Egypt now and we took part in a special conference. Allow me to briefly summarize today's meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh, hosted by Egyptian President Mubarak, attended by the King of Jordan, Abdullah II, the President of France Nicolas Sarkozy and President Gul of Turkey, as well as the President of the Palestinian Authority, Chancellor Merkel, Gordon Brown from the United Kingdom, Silvio Berlusconi from Italy and Jose Luis Zapatero from Spain, the United Nations Secretary General, the Secretary of the Arab League of Nations. The participants highly appreciated the intermediary and peace making role of Egypt, highlighted the security needs of Israel and stressed the necessity to stop the rocket attacks launched against its territory. In the same vein they emphasized the need to stop the smuggling of arms from the land and the sea. All present at the conference jointly agreed that the humanitarian situation of the people in Gaza calls for an urgent action, stressed the importance of the re-opening of the border crossings, and highlighted the need for further development of the Palestinian territories both in Gaza and in the West Bank. We have strongly emphasized the need of improving the situation of the Palestinian people as soon as possible, otherwise we might be soon faced with more serious problems impossible to manage or control. The Czech Presidency also considers this as the key issue. The participants also naturally called on parties concerned to renew the peace process as soon as possible. They concluded the active role of the new American Administration in the process is absolutely essential and expressed the hope that it will become its foreign policy priority. 

The EU and its member states expressed their readiness to continue providing humanitarian aid to the Palestinian people, and participate in security operations such as monitoring of arms. The Egyptian President said that it would be entirely unacceptable for Egypt to host foreign troops on its territory. 

Let me in the end express that the European Council is prepared to encourage and to support the peace process in the whole region, and to thank you very much, my friends, for taking part in this process with you. 

Thank you.  
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