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משרד ראש הממשלה

אגף התקשורת


May 15, 2006

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s Speech 

at the MASA Project Lag B’Omer Event

[TRANSLATED FROM HEBREW]

Mrs. Carole Solomon, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Agency,

The Honorable Minister of Immigrant Absorption, Ze’ev Boim,

Mr. Allan Hoffman and Mr. Israel Maimon, two leaders of the MASA program,

Mr. Nevzlin, Chairman of the Diaspora Museum, who is helping with the MASA program,

Distinguished Guests,

Dear Young Men and Women from Around the World,

A speech was prepared for me to deliver in Hebrew, because you all understand Hebrew.  Is that true?

I wish to say a few words about someone who viewed this MASA project as more than a program.  He viewed it as a mission, he considered it, perhaps, even as a turning point in the relations between Israel and the Jewish people.  I am speaking of the previous Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon.

Arik loved this project.  Arik supported this project.  Arik believed that this project was one of the means to make many young people such as you from around the Jewish world to come here, not only to visit, but also to live here and transform life in the State of Israel into a basis for a different future for the entire Jewish people.

I am pleased to be a partner in this program.  And I am pleased to be here tonight in Latrun, a place which in the history of the State of Israel symbolizes courage, a place which symbolizes fighting for the Land of Israel, defense of the Land of Israel, and building the State of Israel.  

With your permission, I would like to say a few words in English as well.

[TRANSCRIPTION BEGINS]

I know that not all of you speak English, but I can feel from the reaction of the crowd while others were speaking that maybe you are still more familiar with English than with any of the other languages that may have been spoken tonight.  So let me talk to you, and take this opportunity to share with you some of my emotions and some of my desires with regard to you.

I know that many of you come from countries which are very comfortable to live in.  You come from Western countries – from North America, from South America, from Europe – countries and other places which are very hospitable to Jews.

And I know that your plans are to go back to those countries, and continue to play a part in Jewish life in your different communities.  Let me tell you something which I am sure all of you know now after being in Israel for a whole year – there are many great communities across the world.  There are many great countries which are very hospitable to Jews, and in which Jews can live wonderful lives as equal citizens in those countries.  There is only one home for the Jewish people, and that home is here in Israel, in the State of Israel.

And therefore, I am very proud of MASA.  I am very proud that MASA has given many of you the opportunity to understand this better than you ever did before.

I must tell you – there is one thing that I am very jealous of with regard to all of you.  You know, we, who were born in Israel… for us, in many different ways, living here and being here, and loving our country is the most natural and obvious thing.  Because we were born here.  All our lives, we are part of this country, of this land.  There was never anything new for us, because everything that we can remember, and some of us can remember many years back, was part of the life of this country.

There is one experience which you had that we never had, and this is the experience of the first visit to the State of Israel.  And I know that this first visit, for many of you, has changed your lives, because we have accorded you something that you knew was part of you, but only after coming to Israel, and living in Israel, and visiting Israel, did you understand that that is the importance and the significance of this country to your lives no matter where you will be later.

And what I want to suggest to all of you now is one simple thing.  You are completing your year of MASA in Israel, and you are supposed to go back to your homes, wherever you live.  Go back, stay awhile, then pack up and come home.  There is nothing that we want more.  There is nothing that we need more than to have you in the State of Israel.  The future of the State of Israel depends on the number of Jews from all over the world that will pack up, turn around, come home, live in this country.  Share with us the pains, share with us the difficulties, share with us the divisions, share with us the disagreements, but share with us also the challenges and the triumphs and the victories and the glory of living here and building the future of the Jewish people in this country.

Thank you, and do not forget – we are waiting for you here.
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