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Translation

April 9, 2008
Press Conference with Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland

PM Olmert:  Hello, good afternoon everyone. 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to host the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland, Mr. Donald Tusk.  This visit is an important one, and we appreciate the friendship, support and cooperation we share with the Government of Poland, led by the current Prime Minister.

During our meeting today over lunch, which was very convivial and pleasant, we reached two important decisions, which I believe constitute an historic landmark.  We agreed to upgrade the relations between Israel and Poland, and to strengthen and raise the level of the strategic cooperation between our countries.  This will be expressed as well through meetings throughout the year between our countries in a similar manner to the upgraded relations we share with other European countries.  

We also decided to bolster the exchange visiting program between Israeli and Polish youth, to expand its foundation, to continue strengthening the cooperation and study of important chapters which are an inseparable part of our shared legacy, which we cannot – of course – forget or ignore.  

However, we would like to expand the framework of the relations and build a basis for future cooperation to strengthen the already close relations between our countries.  The commercial relations between Israel and Poland are developing.  Poland is a central and dominant country in the European Union, and its support of Israel in the European Union, with international organizations and of Israel’s entry into the OECD and these are all extremely important components which greatly assist us in the daily challenges Israel faces in important and wide-ranging fields.  

The Prime Minister is friendly, understanding, supportive, experienced and very eager to strengthen the relations between Israel and Poland.  I can say here that I accepted the Prime Minister of Poland’s invitation to visit his country, and we will make every effort to ensure that this visit takes place during 2008.  As you know, we announced that we have several important plans we wish to complete by the end of 2008.  One of them is my visit, with other Ministers, to Poland as the guest of Prime Minister Donald Tusk.  

Mr. Prime Minister, I am pleased to welcome you and the important delegations that accompanied you, and I thank you for your visit and for Poland’s warm and friendly relations with Israel.  Welcome.

PM Tusk:  Once again I thank you, Mr. Prime Minister, for the wonderful and warm hospitality.

I am very excited by our decisions and by our conversation which proved that representatives of our countries could speak with each other in very practical terms, and we spoke of various exchanges and shared interests.  This discussion also showed that the future is even more interesting than the present.  

What is important to us Poles, as well as to the citizens of Israel, is the ability to find in our special past the motivation and inspiration to ensure that the present and the future are much better and more productive.  Productive – this word is crucial because we spoke of what could be a shared interest for both our countries and our people.

I wish to thank you for your immediate and positive response to my proposal to expand the youth exchange programs and the joint work of our peoples, so that the young generations will receive even better education and preparation to work together, to share lives and activities which will lead to real benefits, both for our people and for our countries.

It is traditional that Poland and Israel share similar views regarding the global situation and the global threats which characterize our era and the world today.  It is not only that we share a similar perspective, but both sides have expressed willingness to cooperate closely in areas which may reinforce both our peoples’ sense of security – both security and world order. 

We share a wonderful tradition of cooperation, and we know that this tradition is the basis for an even better future.  I am also pleased we found a number of personal ties which further strengthens our affinity, not only between our peoples but between individuals.  We have many common interests and believe that our activity – yours, Mr. Prime Minister and mine – can truly increase the pace of developing these ties.  

In a minute or two we succeeded in determining that we would upgrade our relations to the highest possible levels, i.e. consultations at the level of ministers and prime ministers of both countries.  This decision also referred to a timeline – we are speaking of a time – fall – and a place – Poland, and I am very pleased that in several months we will meet in Poland in a similar format.  Mr. Prime Minister, I am very pleased that in such a short time – one lunch sufficed – we managed to initiate things very quickly, and this is an excellent sign.

Question from Shmuel Tal:  In the middle of important and urgent political issues and the security situation, the entire country is in turmoil over the case of former President Katzav.  How do you as Prime Minister of Israel explain what is occurring here?  And one question for the Prime Minister of Poland: what is your reaction to the weapons deals between Russia and Syria for curved-trajectory weapons, which usually reach the Hizbullah in Lebanon and threaten Israel?

PM Tusk:  We did not speak of the personal problems of other politicians.  There are enough problems in each country, including Israel and Poland.  I have enough information about this – it is not a local matter.  It is known through media reports.  It was not, nor will it be a topic of discussion between prime ministers.

As to the other issue, that of security problems caused by Russia’s actions in various places in the world, what is fundamental in my opinion is the fact that we heard with great appreciation the assessment made by Prof. Brotoshovsky, who truly has the right to remind us of this.  During Israel’s early struggles, and when the situation was often critical – and this is a region in which critical situations are a daily occurrence – Poland always, and in a very significant manner, no matter who the ruler was in Poland, supported Israel.  I hope that the time will come – and perhaps it already has – that the world, including Poland and Israel, and people understand very clearly who their true ally is, who can be trusted and who is only making a momentary gesture.  I would like to emphasize that, over the past dozens of years – and perhaps it is not right to say this as I am only 51 years old and I should perhaps not speak of 60 years of Israel’s existence – but I still have some historic memory, so I can speak of the period of the establishment and building of Israel, i.e. 60 years.  Without any connection to our difficult situation, we Poles have always supported Israel during hard times.

If you here – and I speak of the citizens of the State of Israel – have a justified feeling of being threatened, not only because of terror, but also because of actions or lack of actions taken by large countries in the world, I want to tell you that Poland, in the framework of our modest abilities, is a country which will now, and in the future, demonstrate great determination and sensitivity to threats like terror, and sometimes even arrogance from certain great nations.  We are located in regions which at times demand military intervention, and we are there without any rewards.  We are in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Golan Heights.  This presence is not to receive any awards; it is proof that in our relations with the State of Israel, Poland genuinely means its declarations of friendship.  With the skepticism in your question – and I accept this skepticism – regarding the character of the relations of certain countries with Russia, I can responsibly only say why Poland acts as it does.  And here there is a genuine feeling of satisfaction and fairness, and these are not things which are too commonplace in this day and age.

PM Olmert:  There are things which cannot be explained, and there are things which do not need to be explained, certainly not things which are discussed in legal proceedings – there is no need to explain such things or in which a foreign visitor demonstrates much interest during the valuable time we have to discuss matters much more important to the ties between our countries.  As for the rest, I trust you [the press].  You write and he will read.

Polish Reporter:  Did you speak of compensation or of property left after World War II, and in this conversation were numbers or dates discussed?  Does the Polish offer satisfy the Israeli side?

PM Tusk:  The renewed privatization we are planning is not a matter for negotiation between the Government of Poland and other governments.  This is true of all countries in which Polish citizens reside, in the present or in the past, who have a chance or the right to demand compensation for assets.  We are prepared to provide information to anyone interested in the status of the legislative work.  I would like to strongly emphasize, and parenthetically I will say that this was not a topic of discussion between us since this in not a governmental matter.  However, I still wish to strongly emphasize that in the coming months my government will complete the legislative process, which will end the serious and difficult problem of renewed privatization.  This process will not be an aggregate one, one group will not receive special preference – not those currently living in Poland, not Jews who once lived in Poland.  It will be a law which includes past and present citizens of Poland who lost their property.  

I understand the interest of Jewish circles since they constitute a high percentage of Polish citizens, and thus I am pleased that wherever we speak of our initiative to wrap matters up quickly, there is tremendous understanding.  The renewed privatization will take time to implement – it will not be completed overnight – and it will be limited.  This is due to our confidence that the law of renewed privatization must be practicable.  There is nothing worse than saying “I will return it” without having the possibility of doing so.  The Polish government and parliament genuinely want to return assets to its citizens who illegally lost their property, but of course the measure and scope must be practicable.  I would like to be modest and fair in this statement, and therefore I am not waiting for enthusiasm or applause from anyone.  We made this decision and we will carry it out in a scope which is practicable.

PM Olmert:  As the Prime Minister said, we did not discuss details of this issue, other than the fact that I expressed my appreciation for the Prime Minister’s initiative regarding lost property, especially with regard to the aspect relevant to us.  I am impressed by the seriousness and willingness the Prime Minister is dedicating to this issue and how he is handling the issue in order to ensure an end which will provide justice for those people who had many lost assets in Poland.  We did not have to say more than this.

Question from Channel 2’s Udi Segal:  Mr. Prime Minister, do you support the United States’ intention to expose details of the Israeli attack on Syria in September, and do you think this will help Israel or harm it?

Also, do you believe what happened yesterday, former President Katzav’s decision to go to trail, will this lead to a genuine investigation?  Is this good from a normative point of view for Israeli society?

Prime Minister Tusk, I would like to ask you if your country will support imposing independent European sanctions on Iran in addition to those of the Security Council?

PM Olmert:  At this time, I prefer not to discuss any action taken by the State of Israel, if there was any or not.  I can only say with regard to these issues that the Government of Israel’s position was precisely formulated by me and the Minister of Defense, and matters relating to this issue were presented to the US Government by the Minister of Defense and by me in an identical manner.  We do not have two positions, just as we did not have in any important security matter on the national agenda over the past year.  The procedure is that we hold ongoing, complex discussions and in the end, we formulate a joint position.  We have acted thus on all matters on the agenda, and we continue to do so today.  No position on any matter I presented or which was presented by someone acting on my behalf was different from the position agreed upon to the smallest detail between the Minster of Defense and me.  As to the matter of a trial, I suggest you direct your question to people who deal with the law; I am busy running the country.

PM Tusk:  In order to answer your question regarding Iran and European solidarity on this difficult political matter, I would like to speak very openly and therefore I appeal to Israeli public opinion – there is no more reliable and loyal adherent of your stance and aspiration for a better and fairer world order in the European Union than Poland.  If at any time Israel finds deviants from the European position regarding the conflicts in this region, Poland is not the source of such clashes.  If there is a country in the European Union which determinedly and consistently advocates with great fairness in politics, it is the country which presents Middle Eastern matters in such a manner, it is my homeland.  If you at times think that some countries in Europe are not consistent, I agree with you, this is true.  However, my country’s efforts are to always achieve a unified European stance in this conflict in which there is no absolute justice.  In Poland, we have no doubt that Iran’s statements regarding Israel eliminates its right to status in international society.  In this regard, we will continue to be consistent.  Poland is interested in European Union solidarity with Israel and a braver stance than it has had until now.

Polish reporter:  Mr. Prime Minister, several hours ago, you spoke of Prime Minister Tusk’s extraordinary efforts regarding the war against anti-Semitism and Jewish stereotypes in Poland.  I want to ask you what the Israeli Government, what you are doing in order to help improve Poland’s image among Israelis?

PM Olmert:  There is no doubt that the effort to improve our relations is mutual, both by the Government of Poland and by our own.  We mentioned that this year is the Poland-Israel year of culture, inter alia to lead to a deepened understanding, awareness and mutual knowledge – ours of Polish society and of Polish society for ours.  This is in part because of the desire to present the Israeli public with the broad dimensions of Polish history, culture, creativity and contribution to humanity.

During lunch we spoke about Polish writers and composers.  Improving our relations and increasing them in the field of culture, upgrading the strategic relations between Israel and Poland, deepening the economic ties between Israel and Poland are all part of the efforts to present the Israeli public with the Poland of 2008.

I believe that there is a feeling of great appreciation for the vast change in your country.  We do not for one second try to hide the difficult memories, which are an inseparable part of our legacy and of those who live in Poland.  It is not coincidence that the President spoke of the matter of assets left behind and of compensation due.  This does not replace the tremendous effort we must make to build future relations on the historic infrastructure – based on hope and a chance for cooperation between two developed, liberal, open and democratic countries.

Our decision regarding youth exchange program and expanding the foundation for these programs, as well as the intensification of matters dealt with by the youth, is part of the effort I am making with you in order to provide these relations with the proper dimensions.

I am very pleased with the Prime Minister’s visit, and I believe he presents an enlightened, democratic, modern and prosperous Poland, which is a partner to the most profound ideas which characterize advanced societies of the enlightened West, which Poland is currently part of.  Therefore, I believe this visit is important and our relations with Poland are very important.

Thank you all, and thank you Mr. Prime Minister.
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