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Translated according to the simultaneous translation
January 18, 2009
Statement by Prime Minister of Spain Jose Luis Zapatero

Honorable Prime Minister Olmert, 

Representatives of the Political Parties in Israel, 

It is my first time in your country, and I am very excited that I am here on the same day that a cease-fire, which the international community has been striving to achieve for several weeks, is declared.  We hope that this cease fire will be sustainable and that it will include the withdrawal of Israeli forces, with guarantees for Israel's security.  The cease fire must encourage the renewal of the peace process.  The word peace generates so much hope across the world.  Peace here means peace worldwide.  The attainment of peace here means renewed hope for millions of people in the ability to coexist and achieve mutual dialogue and understanding.  

Spain and the European Union are strong advocates of peace, a just peace process that will guarantee the safety of Israel and enable the birth of a Palestinian state. The European Union and all its member-states will be genuine, reliable and generous partners to this process.  The peace process starts by consolidating the cease-fire, rebuilding Gaza and easing the suffering of the population.  In the name of the Government of Spain, I want to remind everyone that we are here to lend a hand to all victims of this long-standing conflict, from which the countries of the region have been suffering for so many years.  I want to express my condolence and support to all the families who were affected.  Peace is the mission. Peace must be possible in this part of the world – a peace which creates a new understanding of coexistence for the Middle East, a permanent understanding between peoples of different cultures.  We know a little bit about that in Europe. It is the best proof that the principles of liberty, pluralism, democracy, dignity and mutual understanding for peace can be applied.  With friendship and recognition of Israel's rights, Spain will continue to contribute to the European Council, the European Union and the European Commission in the international community, in order for us to be able to take these steps for peace.  

Prime Minister Olmert, 

This day of cease fire must open new doors for us, for different times, times of hope.  You can convey to your people and government that it is worth another try, and that the entire international community will contribute to and support the battle for a just and permanent peace, with that loyal voice of the European states and that of the government and people of Spain.  

I wish you success in this battle for peace. Thank you.   
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